
Friends of the Fort Erie Public Library 
 

Meeting Minutes       January 12, 2016 
 

January’s meeting occurred at 4:00 p.m. on the 12th at the Barrel Restaurant.  Ann 

welcomed the 15 members and guests who were present.   Agenda as distributed was 
approved.  Treasurer reported a balance of $3425.20.  Motion was made by Sandy and 
seconded by Beryl to approve the report, motion carried.  Minutes of November meeting 
were read.  Motion was made by Sandy, seconded by Terry to approve.  All in favor, 
motion carried. 
 
Craig reported that it has been very quiet at the libraries due to the holiday season.  He 
thanked the members who attended the focus session – it was very helpful.  The 
children’s librarian position is still open, although there is no date set for the next round 
of interviews.  The Board has hired a consultant to assist with their strategic plan.  The 
library budget will be presented to the town council on Wednesday the 13th at 5:30.  All 
are welcome to come and show support for the library.  A “wish list” of capital projects 
was distributed for our consideration.  Our request for a grant from the Retired Teachers 
organization came in second last year.  We will reapply this year.  Craig also presented 
a list of key facts for community advocating for the library.  Larry Graber commented 
that the board does not expect us to raise large sums of money, but is very grateful for 
what we do. 
 
Maryann reported that we have raised another $170 selling coloring books.  Margaret 
Feaver is looking at a more elaborate coloring book for adults, possibly titled “The 
Executive Coloring Book”.  The Pasta Dinner was a great success.  181 Tickets were 
sold and there were many more walk-ins.  Beryl thanked all who bought tickets, and 
especially all who volunteered for that night.  We raised $1,010.  Ann reported the 
library collected the highest number of donations to the mitten tree this year.  They 
distributed 1,946 hand-made items and 964 books, the most since they started doing 
this. 
 
Sandy Mc Dermott will work with Ann, Terry and Craig on the RTO grant application.  
Motion was made by Sandy and seconded by Terry to request the grant to fund a 
reading area at the Crystal Ridge Arena (Item one on the wish list).  Ann will start a 
Friends facebook page.  It will be linked to the library’s page.  She will also work on the 
2016 budget to be presented at the next meeting.  The Cupcake Celebration was 
discussed.  Participation was very small this past year.  Discussion followed about 
combining a membership event of some kind with the library’s How-To event.  We could 
have a table that day, possibly sell burgers etc.  The How-To event is a hands-on event, 
so Friends were asked to think of something to do, perhaps making a bookmark, or 
having individual pages to color.  The event will be the first Saturday in October.  Ann 
will meet with Amy, Terry will also help. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Maryann Madden 


